The Caribbean Philosophical Association (CPA) invites proposals from scholars in any discipline who aim to "shift the geography of reason" by exploring critical, theoretical, and creative questions about or relating to the Caribbean, its diaspora, and the "global south" more generally, including the South in the North. We particularly welcome North-South and South-South intersections and/or dialogues. The principal theme for this meeting focuses on the impact and consequences of the current crisis of economic, social, and political priorities, and the social and economic models that are heavily affecting universities, public education in general, and society at large. The theme also invites reflections on the general disinvestment in the public good and the growing forces of "racial neoliberalism" and "neoapartheid" that are growing in different regions of the globe as the numbers of formerly colonized peoples and people of color increase in the global north. This includes the criminalization of "illegal immigration" and the ban on ethnic studies in Arizona, student mobilizations in Puerto Rico, England, and Berkeley, among other places, and the effects of the financial crisis in the Caribbean and the global North and South, among other topics. The current crisis is also putting in question the relevance of traditional areas in the humanities and the interpretive social sciences, which is arguably leading to the reemergence of conservative and liberal defenses of the humanities, and to an increasing positivism in the social sciences. Is it possible to further decolonize these areas in times of crisis? How can the growing number of interdisciplinary scholars whose work intersects with Caribbean theory, philosophy, and thought perceive these interrelated set of problems and aim to respond to them? Is it possible to continue challenging the trends of "disciplinary decadence" in the academy and forge decolonial modes of reflection and critique? How can educators and scholars contribute to the continued transformation--and not merely salvation or rescue--of the university, and of society in general in the context of neoliberal adjustments on the one hand, but also of emerging revolutions, as the case of Tunisia and Egypt exemplify, and of an abundance of creative works, like those found in the Caribbean and its diaspora, on the other? While proposals dealing with the specific questions raised by this year's theme and by the general organizing theme of the CPA are particularly encouraged, we welcome presentations, panels, dialogues, and roundtable discussions that highlight questions about race, space, gender, the legacies of colonization, slavery, and empire, national and transnational communities, sexuality, and issues of identity, decolonization, art, and activism, across migrations and diasporas not only in the Caribbean and the Caribbean diaspora, but globally. We accept proposals in English, French, and Spanish. We also encourage submission of papers to the official journal of the CPA, the CLR James Journal. Featuring:
